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The BFPA is an organisation with a rich history, having served industry since 1959. 
As we look towards the future, it is essential that our next chapter is defined in 
partnership with our members – through attentive listening, transparent engagement, 
and by turning collective expertise into decisive action. The true value of a trade 
association lies in its ability to support members’ success: strengthening capabilities, 
amplifying influence, fostering opportunities, and promoting sustainable growth.

With the introduction of the “Board Champions of Change” initiative which is integral 
to our strategy, ensuring that robust leadership is placed at the forefront of the 
priorities that will enhance member value across core areas including Hydraulics, 
Pneumatics, Motion Control, Hydrogen, Defence, Systems & Automation, along with 
Training, Technical Support, Health, Safety and Environmental, Industry Data and 
Trends, and not forgetting the very important area of being the voice for industry 
within government.

The following document outlines not just a plan, but a shared direction founded on 
feedback from our membership about what is needed and expected from the BFPA. 
Our commitment is to build upon existing strengths, address current gaps with 
urgency, and establish a clear definition of success for the upcoming decade.

Thank you for your continued engagement and support as we move forward together.

Nigel Thomason
BFPA CEO & Director
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to the BFPA
WHO ARE WE
The BFPA has been a cornerstone of the fluid power industry since its establishment 
in 1959. Proudly created by the industry for the industry, the BFPA now represents 
a diverse and vibrant community of over 300 members. Our association brings 
together manufacturers, distributors, importers, resellers, academics, trainers, OEMs, 
and end-users, ensuring that every voice is heard and valued within the sector. The 
BFPA is committed to championing the interests of all our members, promoting 
collaboration, innovation, and excellence throughout the industry.

THE HIDDEN FORCE
Hydraulic and pneumatic equipment is the hidden force in manufacturing relying 
not only on advanced technology but also on the manufacturing expertise, technical 
know-how, distribution networks, and sales talent of our dedicated members.

Hydraulics, Pneumatics, Hydrogen Solutions, Automation, Control Systems, 
Defence Applications all come together to form the backbone of countless 
industries. Each of these fields is integral, driving innovation and efficiency, while 
quietly supporting the systems that keep our world moving.

OUR PURPOSE

	 4	 Represent the interests of the fluid power industry at national, European  
		  and international level
	 4	 Train employees to industry standard
	 4	 Create, raise and maintain industry standards
	 4	 Provide market insight, industry trends and forecasts
	 4	 Share best practice
	 4	 Work with government, legislative and other professional associations

GET INVOLVED
Everything we do is driven by our 
members, so we encourage all our 
members to get involved.



KEY BENEFITS
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Membership of BFPA gives your organisation, and its employees,
access to a wide range of benefits. BFPA is committed to supporting
members and adding value to their businesses through the range of
services and information that members receive.

Ensuring that the fluid power industry 
is at the table wherever key issues 
are being discussed. Representing 
the industry and our members, we 
meet with national government, 
standards, safety and statistics 
bodies, international industry forums, 
other trade associations and  
industry bodies to ensure that the 
voice of the fluid power industry is 
heard at all levels.

BFPA accreditation is the industry
benchmark for quality assurance. 
The Approved Hose Assemblies 
mark is a sign of the commitment 
of scheme members to the highest 
safety standards and demonstrates 
the highest level of quality in 
procedures and good practice.

A STRONG VOICE MARK OF QUALITY

TRAINING 
SOLUTIONS

Maintaining high standards through
training and education is a key remit
of the BFPA. We have been 
producing courses in fluid power 
systems and flexible hose for over  
25 years. The courses lead to formal
qualifications in fluid power that are
recognised as industry standard.

NETWORKING

The busy BFPA events calendar
reflects the activity of the 
association and offers significant 
opportunities for members to meet 
others, network, learn and share 
news and advice with industry peers 
and experts.

INDUSTRY DATA

BFPA market statistics are a prized
member benefit. Members provide
market information which is collated
and shared as an accurate insight
into the industry and key trends. This
valuable data provides unparalleled
opportunity to compare your 
business on a number of metrics. 
Members can access global fluid 
power market information and 
economic forecasts.

BUSINESS SUPPORT

BFPA runs webinars and seminars 
on topics such as HR, legislation 
changes, health, safety and 
environmental, health and wellbeing 
and sustainability to support 
members’ business needs.

TECHNICAL 
STANDARDS

A main aim of BFPA is to create, 
raise and maintain standards in the 
fluid power industry. Our technical
committees play a key role in framing 
worldwide best practice through the 
development of national, European 
and international standards.

The BFPA publishes industry
guidelines that provide guidance on
health and safety in the workplace.
Members are entitled to a discount 
on most BFPA publications and 
some are available as a free 
download.

INDUSTRY 
GUIDELINES



NETWORKING
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The British Fluid Power Association holds a number of 
events throughout the year. The busy calendar reflects 
the activity of the association and offers significant 
opportunities for members to meet others. Each event is 
a chance for members to network, learn, and share news 
and advice with their industry peers and experts.

INDUSTRY WORKING GROUPS

EXHIBITIONS AND TRADE SHOWS

REGIONAL MEETINGS

ANNUAL INDUSTRY CONFERENCE



STANDARDS
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TECHNICAL COMMITTEES

Our technical and standards development 
committees play a leading role in advancing 
industry standards. Our committees bring together 
BFPA members who are experts in their fields, 
supporting the industry by contributing their 
knowledge and experience to drive improvements in 
standards, safety and professionalism.

STANDARDS

We hold the external secretariat on behalf of the
British Standards Institution, the UK’s National
Standards Body. This ensures that BFPA 
committees have an input into all fluid power 
standards, wherever in the world they are produced 
or published. In many cases we will have been
instrumental in their development.

HSE FORUM

The Health, Safety & Environmental (HSE) Forum 
provides a collaborative platform for fluid power 
organisations to strengthen their health, safety, and 
environmental performance. By bringing together 
shared experience, practical guidance, and industry 
data, the forum helps members reduce risk, support 
compliance, and promote safer, more sustainable 
operations across the sector.

A key aim of BFPA is to create, raise and maintain standards
in the fluid power industry. Our technical committees play a  
crucial role in framing worldwide best practice through the
development of national, European and international
standards. We also offer a supporting range of publications.

PUBLICATIONS

We have a range of technical publications and
guidelines, many of which are free to members:
4 Contamination
4 Fluids
4 Safety
4 Systems
4 Testing
4 How To Guides

DATABASE

Alongside our technical committees, we provide 
members with access to a dedicated database 
tracking the status of over 500 industry standards.

JOIN US

Why not get involved and harness your own 
expertise on behalf of the industry?
4 Shape technology and regulation by ensuring  
4 expert industry input
4 Strengthen the global voice of UK engineering
4 Drive personal development and excellence in 
4 your field



INDUSTRY INTELLIGENCE
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Knowledge is power. For around 50 years, our statistical surveys have
provided members with valuable insight into the key trends in the fluid
power industry. This service is exclusive to our members and is one 
of the most prized benefits of BFPA membership.

MEMBERS ONLY
We collect information, confidentially from our members and produce a 
comprehensive range of separate surveys for hydraulics, pneumatics and fluid 
power distribution. The surveys are available to contributing members only and 
we do not publish them externally. In return they get an accurate insight into their 
industry, and an unparalleled
opportunity to find out how their business compares on a number of metrics.

MARKET SEGMENTATION
We collect and share information on end user industries from our members as well 
as offering insights into developments in end user markets.

ECONOMIC FORECASTS AND UPDATES
We work with Oxford Economics to produce an annual forecast for the UK fluid 
power industry. Published each autumn, it looks ahead to the next five years and 
includes studies of end-user sectors as well as up-to-date economic summaries for 
Europe and the rest of the world.

GLOBAL INFORMATION
As a member of CETOP, the European Trade Federation for national fluid power
associations, BFPA participates in the exchange of top-level information with other
CETOP members. In turn, CETOP exchanges data with other countries. We offer 
BFPA members access to this global information about fluid power through the 
members-only pages of our website.

OFFICIAL STATISTICS
BFPA works on behalf of the hydraulics and pneumatics industries to monitor, 
collate and keep a watching brief on all the official fluid power production and trade 
codes and output statistics produced by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) and 
HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC). This information is available for download from 
our website.

OUR SURVEY YEAR
We have a busy rolling programme of surveys throughout the year covering 
hydraulics, pneumatics and fluid power distribution, including an increasingly wide 
range of motion control products. All are exclusive to our members.

SURVEYS:
4  ANNUAL
4  QUARTERLY
4  MONTHLY
4  SALARY & BENEFITS



LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT 
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Maintaining high standards through training and education is one 
of the key remits of the British Fluid Power Association. All our 
courses have been devised and developed by the industry’s foremost 
engineers and trainers, and are regularly reviewed to ensure they 
remain in line with developments and current practice.

They are relevant to a wide range of industries including 
construction, marine, agriculture, offshore, renewable energy, rail, 
and mining. Companies of all sizes and in many sectors choose to 
enrol their employees on BFPA courses to improve knowledge, skills 
and safety. 

FLUID POWER SYSTEMS TRAINING
Our systems training begins with Level 1 vocational courses in hydraulics and
pneumatics, which lead into Level 1 qulifications in both areas. Level 2
qualifications are also available for those seeking further achievements.

SHORT GENERIC TRAINING COURSES
4  Face to Face or Online
4  Thread Awareness
4  Working Safely With Hose and Connectors
4  Hose Assembly Skills Training Programme
4  Hose Integrity, Inspection and Management
4  Small Bore Tubing Integrity Course
4  Hydrostatic Proof Pressure Testing

OPEN COURSES – BFPA HOSE ASSEMBLY SKILLS
Open Courses offer a flexible opportunity for individuals to gain recognised  
Hose Assembly Skills training. This intensive 2-day course combines essential  
theory with hands-on practical training and is delivered on selected dates  
throughout the year at three venues across the UK. Discover upcoming courses 
and how to secure your place by visiting the BFPA website. Ideal for engineers, 
technicians and anyone involved in hose assembly who wants to build confidence, 
competence and safety awareness.

“BFPA training is highly important to 
our business as it ensures our team 
maintains high standards of technical 
expertise, safety compliance, and 
industry‑specific knowledge.”
 
“BFPA has helped to deliver a national 
standard in Fluid Power Training.”
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HOW TO FIND A  
COURSE NEAR YOU
Training is available 
throughout the UK and all 
year round. We recommend 
a number of organisations
for training, in addition to 
the BFPA itself. A full list
of our Approved Training 
Centres is available on
our website.

BFPA Vocational Training Courses

Hydraulics Pneumatics

BFPA Qualifications

Hydraulics Pneumatics

BFPA Level 1 
Hydraulics Vocational  

Course (HV1)

BFPA Level 1 
Pneumatics Vocational  

Course (PV1)

BFPA Level 2 
Mobile/Industrial 

Hydraulics Vocational
Training Course (HV2)

BFPA Level 2 
Integrated Pneumatic 
Systems Vocational 

Training Course (PV2)

BFPA Level 1 
Hydraulics 

Competence Based 
Qualification (HQ1)

BFPA Level 1 
Electro Pneumatics 
Competence Based 
Qualification (PQ1)

BFPA Level 2 
Mobile/Industrial 

Hydraulics Competence  
Based Qualification (HQ2)

BFPA Level 2  
Integrated Pneumatic  
Systems Competence  

Based Qualification (PQ2)

TRAINING PASSORTPASSPORT HOLDERBOB SMITH  

PASSPORT No.  
00000000



HOSE SCHEME
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The BFPA’s Approved Hose Assemblies Scheme is the fluid power
industry’s leading accreditation scheme for hose manufacture,
distribution, sale and fitting.

APPROVED STANDARD
The Hose Scheme is an assurance that all hoses made and supplied by a 
Q-Approved company or supplier have met and comply fully with BS EN ISO 
4413 (hydraulic) and/or BS EN ISO 4414 (pneumatic), and the BFPA / D8 
Quality Control Procedures guidance document.

An increasing number of OEMs will use only hydraulic hoses manufactured or 
supplied by Q-Approved members. A list of these can be fould on our website www.
bfpa.co.uk where an interactive map also allows potential customers to find a local 
approved provider.

The quality
mark to be
associated with

✓
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CUSTOMER ASSURANCE
Anyone buying equipment from a Q-Approved provider is assured that the suppliers
and manufacturers:
4  are committed to hydraulic hose safety
4  ensure all their staff are properly trained
4  have clean, well-presented and maintained workshops
4  always rotate stock correctly
4  have a professional understanding of hose technology
4  know which hose should be used for which application
4  will not mix and match components
4  will not re-end hose assemblies
4  have products that comply with British and International standards
4  (BS EN ISO 4413 and/or BS EN ISO 4414)
4  adhere to all current legislation
4  agree to, and receive, a BFPA technical audit every two years.

Hose Company Ltd
Having demonstrated that they produce hose assemblies to a standard set by the BFPA have been
awarded the British Fluid Power Association Seal of Approval for the production of hose assemblies.

OVERALL INSPECTION RATING

SATISFACTORY GOOD VERY GOOD OUTSTANDING

British Fluid Power Association,
Cheriton House, Cromwell Park, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 5SR

Tel: +44 (0)1608 647900  Email: enquiries@bfpa.co.uk  Web: www.bfpa.co.uk

VALID FROM VALID TO Martin Kingsbury, Membership & Training Director

1 2 3 4



INDUSTRY REPRESENTATION 
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A key role of any trade association is to represent its members’
interests among government and statut ory bodies.

As the voice of the hydraulic and pneumatic industries in the UK, the
British Fluid Power Association works hard to represent them at
national, European and international level. We work with government,
legislative bodies and other professional associations.

PURPOSE
We make sure we have representatives at the table when key issues are being
discussed, so that our industry is neither overlooked nor taken – even inadvertently 
– in a direction that may be wrong for our members. As a five billion pound industry 
at the heart of the UK’s manufacturing capability, we make our presence felt and 
emphasise ourmembers’ positive contribution to the economy, to manufacturing 
and commerce.

“If a trade association does nothing else, it should act as a
voice for its industry amongst politicians and senior
government decision makers.”
Lord Digby Jones

We represent the UK fluid power industry on joint international industry forums such 
as the European fluid power organisation CETOP. This gives our members access 
to unique global market data, promotes their products abroad and allows them to 
influence technical and commercial matters, for example EU directives and product 
codes changes, which might affect their business.

National Government

National standards, safety and statistics bodies

International bodies

Other trade associations and bodies

Media



MEMBERS CATAGORIES
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Consultant membership is available to consultants who have expertise in
hydraulics and/or pneumatics and are offering consultancy services relating to 
fluid power technology. Consultant members adhere to BFPA’s code of practice 
for consultants, which promotes best practice.

CONSULTANT MEMBER

Open to companies whose business is not mainstream fluid power but with an
interest in the industry. Associate members of the British Fluid Power Association
are generally companies with some business associated with Fluid Power i.e.
supply of components or services.

ASSOCIATE MEMBER

The British Fluid Power Association are developing specialist interest groups 
drawn from our key marketplaces, including nuclear, power generation, 
environmental, chemical & process, biomedical, automotive, aerospace, 
shipbuilding, construction equipment, rail, renewables, advanced manufacturing, 
digital technologies, and energy. Through these partnerships, BFPA will connect 
fluid power expertise with high growth and critical sectors, enabling innovation, 
strengthening skills, supporting safe and sustainable engineering, and ensuring 
fluid power remains a core enabling technology across modern industry. 

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUP

Open to all hydraulic, pneumatic and motion control manufacturers and
distributors, members gain unlimited access to our full range of products and
services. BFPA members generally sell products which may be manufactured in
the UK or abroad. Subscriptions are based on annual sales directly associated
with fluid power equipment in and from the UK.

BFPA MEMBER

This membership is for colleges, universities, training companies and research
establishments whose primary function is technical training, learning, research 
and testing at all levels, with a fluid power capability.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING MEMBER

Our members come from all levels of the industry, so there is a category of membership to suit everyone.



HOW TO JOIN
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To find out more about the BFPA, 
download a membership pack and 
application form, and view our articles 
of association for each membership 
category, please go to our
website www.bfpa.co.uk



Association of  
Hydraulic Equipment 

Manufacturers (AHEM) 
formed with offices in 

London

1959

Joined CETOP

1962

First statistical survey
(quarterly hydraulic) 

issued

1975

Pneumatic companies 
joined Association and 

British Fluid Power
Association (BFPA) 

created

1986

Education and Training
Committee (E&T) 

formed

1987

British Fluid  
Power Distributors

Association (BFPDA) 
formed

1988

AHEM

BFPDA Approved Hose
Assemblies Scheme 

launched

1994

Agreement with BSI
for BFPA to administer

MCE/18 technical 
committee

1997

First BFPA Economic
Seminar with Oxford 

Economic
Forecasting

1992

New BFPA offices in
Chipping Norton 

officially opened by  
Rt Hon Douglas

1994

BRITISH FLUID POWER ASSOCIATION TIMELINE

First CETOP training
certificate issued  

by BFPA

2003

BFPA Training
Academy launched

2015

10,000 training
delegates certified

2020

65th Anniversary

2023

25,000 training 
delegates certified

2025

Joined EAMA to expand 
Government lobbying 

activities

2014

BFPA introduces its 
new fluid power system 

training qualification

2024

Programme of 
embracing additional 

technologies

2026

25,00010,000



British Fluid Power Association 
Cheriton House, Cromwell Park,
Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire OX7 5SR
Tel > 01608 647900 
enquiries@bfpa.co.uk 
www.bfpa.co.uk

BFPA are members of:


